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Prologue

At the Threshold of the Mori Legacy

A Personal Journey into History and Bloodline

Before I knew it,

I found myself standing before the door to the history of the Mori
family.

There had been no single, decisive moment that led me there.

Nor had I set out with any clear intention.

Rather, it was simply that one forgotten name,
then another place,
then another fragment of memory

began quietly to connect, one by one.

I cannot say that I felt no hesitation in opening that door.

Fear and a faint sense of hope intertwined deep within my chest.

And yet, at that moment,

I felt as though someone were watching me from behind.



I knew then—there was no turning back.

Beyond this door, I sensed, lay a new history.

That certainty surged through my body like an electric current.

...Now.

With resolve, I opened the door.

What appeared before me was the bustle of a harbor town.

The scent of the sea mingled with human voices,

and the shimmering of waves reflected brilliantly in the light.

I raised my eyes, and there—

upon a small hill—stood a castle.

Why did it feel so familiar?
Though I had never seen it before,

it stirred within me a deep and inexplicable nostalgia.

...Yes. This is the place.

The place that had sustained the life of my family

across generations.



In that instant, a shiver ran through my entire body.

Before me stood the figure of our progenitor, Yasuyoshi.
His topknot had been cut away,

his long hair bound loosely with a strip of red cloth.

He turned toward me, and quietly said—

“Now, it begins.”

Mitsuhiro Mori

Chairman, Medical Corporation Jikokai

Born March 16, 1956
Registered domicile:

Tateishi-men 455, Yoshii Town, Kitamatsuura District, Nagasaki Prefecture

Father: Sadatou Mori

(Orthopedic surgeon, graduate of Nippon Medical School)

Mother: Masako Mori (née Yoshino)
(Graduate of Atomi Girls” School, Hongo, Tokyo)

Grandfather: Wakataro Mori (Akasaka, Emukae)
Grandmother: Shiki Mori (Shito district, Emukae)
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(@) English Summary (5-8 lines)

The Mori maritime families descended from the Seiwa Genji lineage of
Minamoto no Yoshiie developed from land-based warriors into coastal
seafarers in western Kyushu.

They were fundamentally different from the Fujiwara-based Mori naval
families of Awa, who formed the institutional core of a domain navy.

Within the Matsuura navy, the Mori seafarers did not hold command
positions.

Instead, they provided essential maritime functions such as navigation,
piloting, transport, and coastal security.

Their role constituted the operational foundation—rather than the
command center—of naval power.

This study redefines them as a “base-layer maritime community”
sustaining naval activity in both war and peace.



